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EXAMINER J S AMENDMENT 

1 . Claims 5-7, 12-14,1 9-20 are allowed. 

2. Claims 1-4, 8-1 1, 15-18 are canceled. 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as 
provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it 
MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

4. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Robert A. Voigt Jr. (Reg. No. 47,159). 

5. The application has been amended as follow: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-4 (cancelled) 

Claim 5 (currently amended) The m e thod of claim 4 furth e r comprising: A method 
for collating e-mail comprising: 

(a) differencing at least one first e-mail message and a second e-mail 
message wherein said at least one first e-mail message is prior to said second e-mail 
message, said differencing generating a set of unmatched text and a set of matched 
text; 

(b) matching said set of matched text against a collated message file, said 
matching step identifying a position in said collated message file at an end of a 
portion of said collated message file corresponding to said set of matched text; and 

(c) inserting said set of unmatched text in said collated message file at 
said position; 
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wherein said at least one first e-mail message and said second e-mail message 
comprise a set of topically-related e-mail selected in response to a preselected pattern 
in a header portion of each e-mail of said set of topically-related e-mail; 

(d) searching each e-mail message of said set of topically-related e-mail 
for at least one member of a preselected set of prepended identifiers; 

(e) if said at least one at least one member of a preselected set of 
prepended identifiers matches a portion of said message of said set of topically- 
related messages: 

(i) selecting a portion of said message not having said prepended 

identifier; 

(ii) inserting said portion from substep (i) into said collated 
message file at a position following a portion matching a set of text having said at 
least one member of a preselected set of prepended identifiers; and 

(iii) bypassing steps (a)-(c). 

Claim 6 (original) The method of claim 5 further comprising: 

(f) extracting said set of text having said at least one member of a 
preselected set of prepended identifiers; 

(g) stripping said at least one member of a preselected set of prepended 
identifiers from said set of text; and 

(h) matching a set of text from step (g) against said collated message file, 
wherein said position in substep (e)(ii) comprises a position at an end of a portion of 
said collated message file matching a set of text from step (g). 

Claim 7 (original) The method of claim 5 wherein said step of searching each e-mail 
message of said set of topically-related e-mail comprises searching each e-mail in 
chronological order of said set of topically-related e-mail. 

Claims 8-1 1 (cancelled) 

Claim 12 (currently amended) The program product of claim 1 1 furth e r comprising 
programming instructions for: A computer program product tangibly embodied on a 
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computer readable medium, the program product for collating e-mail comprising 
programming instructions for: 

(a) differencing at least one first e-mail message and a second e-mail 
message wherein said at least one first e-mail message is prior to said second e-mail 
message, said differencing generating a set of unmatched text and a set of matched 
text; 

(b) matching said set of matched text against a collated message file, said 
matching step identifying a position in said collated message file at an end of a 
portion of said collated message file corresponding to said set of matched text; and 

(c) inserting said set of unmatched text in said collated message file at 
said position; 

wherein said at least one first e-mail message and said second e-mail message 
comprise a set of topically-related e-mail selected in response to a preselected pattern 
in a header portion of each e-mail of said set of topically-related e-mail; 

(d) searching each e-mail message of said set of topically-related e-mail 
for at least one member of a preselected set of prepended identifiers; 

(e) if said at least one at least one member of a preselected set of 
prepended identifiers matches a portion of said message of said set of topically- 
related messages: 

(i) selecting a portion of said message not having said prepended 

identifier; 

(ii) inserting said portion from (i) into said collated message file at 
a position following a portion matching a set of text having said at least one member 
of a preselected set of prepended identifiers; and 

(iii) bypassing (a)-(c). 

Claim 13 (previously presented) The program product of claim 12 further comprising 
programming instructions for: 

(f) extracting said set of text having said at least one member of a 
preselected set of prepended identifiers; 

(g) stripping said at least one member of a preselected set of prepended 
identifiers from said set of text; and 
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(h) matching a set of text from (g) against said collated message file, 
wherein said position in (e)(ii) comprises a position at an end of a portion of said 
collated message file matching a set of text from (g). 

Claim 14 (original) The program product of claim 12 wherein said programming 
instructions for searching each e-mail message of said set of topically-related e-mail 
comprises programming instructions for searching each e-mail in chronological order 
of said set of topically-related e-mail. 

Claims 15-18 (cancelled) 

Claim 19 (currently amended) Th e data processing syst e m of claim 18 furth e r 
comprising: A data processing system for collating e-mail comprising: 

(a) circuitry operable for differencing at least one first e-mail message and 
a second e-mail message wherein said at least one first e-mail message is prior to said 
second e-mail message, said differencing generating a set of unmatched text and a set 
of matched text; 

(b) circuitry operable for matching said set of matched text against a 
collated message file, said matching step identifying a position in said collated 
message file at an end of a portion of said collated message file corresponding to said 
set of matched text; and 

(c) circuitry operable for inserting said set of unmatched text in said 
collated message file at said position; 

wherein said at least one first e-mail message and said second e-mail message 
comprise a set of topically-related e-mail selected in response to a preselected pattern 
in a header portion of each e-mail of said set of topically-related e-mail; 

(d) circuitry operable for searching each e-mail message of said set of 
topically-related e-mail for at least one member of a preselected set of prepended 
identifiers; 

(e) circuitry operable for, if said at least one at least one member of a 
preselected set of prepended identifiers matches a portion of said message of said set 
of topically-related messages: 
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(i) selecting a portion of said message not having said prepended 

identifier; 

(ii) inserting said portion from (i) into said collated message file at 
a position following a portion matching a set of text having said at least one member 
of a preselected set of prepended identifiers; and 

(iii) bypassing (a)-(c). 

Claim 20 (original) The data processing system of claim 19 further comprising: 

(f) circuitry operable for extracting said set of text having said at least one 
member of a preselected set of prepended identifiers; 

(g) circuitry operable for stripping said at least one member of a 
preselected set of prepended identifiers from said set of text; and 

(h) circuitry operable for matching a set of text from (g) against said 
collated message file, wherein said position in (e)(ii) comprises a position at an end of 
a portion of said collated message file matching a set of text from (g). 
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Reason for allowance 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art of 
record does not teach nor suggest the limitation as proposed by the examiner during the 
telephone interview dated on 12/6/2007 with applicant's attorney. The Examiner agrees 
and allows the application after the authority given by the attorney to amend the claims. 
The Prior art of record does not teach or suggests differencing a first and second email 
massages which comprises a set of topically-related email to generate a set of unmatched 
text and a set of matched text, and inserting said set of unmatched text in a collated 
message file in light of other features as described in independent claims 5, 12 and 19. 

7. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany 
the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance." 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Liang-che Alex Wang whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3992. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am 
to 5:00 pm. 

9. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton B Burgess can be reached on (571)272-3949. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

10. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
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applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Liang-che Alex Wang 
December 10, 2007 




